Administering the DSA

Before Starting

· Be familiar with the inventory.
· Make copies of the alternate Answer Sheet Forms.
· Minimize distractions.

· Let students know that the purpose is to inform instruction.  They may receive credit for partially correct spelling.
Step 1:  Dictating the Feature Inventory

· Give students these directions:  I am going to say some words that I want you to spell for me.  Some of the words will be easy to spell, and some will be more difficult.  When you don’t know how to spell a word, just do the best you can.  Each time, I will say the word and use it in a sentence. Then I will say the word again.

· Dictate the 25 words from the appropriate Feature Inventory using the  words and sentences provided in Word Journeys, pp. 54-57 (Form A) or pp. 64-67 (Form B) 

Step 2:  Scoring the Feature Inventory
· Place the student’s paper beside the answer card.  
· Circle the feature letter if the feature and spelling of word is wrong.
· Circle the word if the feature is correct but the word is wrong.
*Letter reversals are not considered errors.

· Count the number of correctly spelled words and record that number at the top of the page.   This is the stage score. Since there are 25 words, the score cannot exceed 25!
· Interpret the level of understanding of this stage;
22-25
   Secure Understanding

12-21
   Stage of Development

Below 12
   Too Much is Unknown

· If a student’s stage score is 12 or more, continue dictating words from the next feature list.  Once a student scores below 12 on a feature list, stop the assessment for that student. 
Step 3:  Analyzing Feature Performance

· Count the number of times a particular letter is not circled (e.g., if three of the K’s are circled because the student missed the feature in three words, then two of the 5 words targeting this feature had a correct feature, and the score recorded for K is 2.)
· Carry out the process for each of the five features and record on the chart at the bottom of the page.
· Individual feature scores will range from 0-5.   

Step 4:  Recording Results on the Class Record

· Arrange the papers

· Compile each student’s answer sheets into a set with the “stage of development” on top.

· Organize each of the student’s stacks into one stack from the strongest “stage of development” score to the weakest.
· Next, arrange the class set of papers from highest to lowest using stage scores.

· Record the stage scores
· Transfer each student’s stage score(s) from the top of the answer sheets to the appropriate columns on the class record chart.

· Record the feature results

· Record the feature analysis (0-5) under each feature letter.  Notice that the sume of the feature scores does not equal the stage score. 

· Record the total inventory score
· This is the sum of all the stage scores (LN, WW, SJ, AND DC).  If students did not complete a particular Feature Inventory, such as DC, then a score of 0 will be entered for that stage.  Total inventory scores can range from 0 to 100.
