RUNNING RECORDS
Informal testing measures are used by teachers at the beginning of and at different times during the school year to determine students’ reading and writing abilities. Included in this category are:
· Running Records

· Informal Inventories

· Spelling Assessment

Running Records: During an informal reading inventory (IRI), the student reads leveled passages and answers comprehension questions as the teacher notes miscues.  A variation of the IRI for Emergent and Beginning readers is another observational procedure called Running Records.  Developed by Marie Clay (1985), running records help guide our teaching  by evaluating students’ strengths and weaknesses during reading (remember the five principles of diagnosis?). The running record requires:
· The teacher to jot down whether the children are self-monitoring their reading.

· A determination that the reading material is appropriate.

· What strategies the students are using to identify unknown words.

Clay (2000) states that “…running records provide an assessment of text reading, and are designed to be taken as a child reads orally from any text.  The successful early reader brings his speech to bear on the interpretation of print.  His vocabulary, sentence patterns, and pronunciation of words provide indispensable clues for recognizing printed words (pp. 3).”  As teachers – we look for patterns in each child’s errors.  Based on the type of errors made, we can then discover what cues the child is using and those they need to develop and apply.
Running Records Using “Classic” Clay 

· Teacher collects data about student during the regular classroom reading activities in which the student reads aloud. 
· Using a sheet of lined paper, the teacher makes a check mark (() for each word that the child says correctly in a line of text. 
· A perfect score would equal the same number of check marks as words in the line (not the sentence).
· If the student substitutes another word, that word is written down.  
· For an omitted word, the teacher draws a short line like this ----- to indicate the 

word was skipped.  
· If the student corrects own error, the teacher writes sc for self-correction.
	Running Record Scoring Guide

	Type of Error
	Score as

	Correct word 

	(


	Insertion
	word child says

	Omission
	------

	Substitution
	word child says in lieu of correct word

	Self-correction
	sc



 



Usefulness w/ Primary Grades
For 1st and 2nd grade teachers, the task of keeping running records is relatively easy because  students tend to read more slowly than upper grade students and the font size is larger and the text is much less complicated.

Utility of Running Records
· Running records do not interrupt the flow of reading lessons.

· Running records do not require special preparation on the teacher’s part.  

· Running records, like IRI’s can be translated into Independent, Instructional, and Frustration reading levels.

Suggested Levels for Running Records and IRI’s
Independent Level: At this level, the student reads fluently with excellent comprehension and high interest.  AKA the recreational level because students can read freely on their own without assistance.
Independent Level Criteria:  Student recognizes 95% of the words with 90% comprehension.

Instructional Level:  At this level, the student progresses in developing reading competency under the teacher’s guidance.  Reading materials need to challenge the student but not be so difficult as to cause discouragement.  

Instructional Level Criteria: Student recognizes 90% of the words with 75% comprehension.

Frustration Level: At this level, the student is unable to pronounce many of the words and/or is unable to comprehend the material adequately.  There is often word-by-word reading and the text is too difficult to engage the reader sufficiently for instructional purposes.

Frustration Level Criteria: Student recognizes less than 90% of the words and comprehension is 50% or less. 

Listening Capacity Level: (Used with IRI’s only).  Unlike the other levels, this level is determined by a literate adult reading to the child. The teacher is seeking to determine the highest level at which a student can comprehend material that is read aloud.  
· Often called the potential level because this would be the highest level the student could read fluently if there were no comprehension or pronunciation problems.

Listening Level Criteria: Student comprehension level is 75%.

Summary: Running Records

Teacher classifies errors (insertions, omissions, and substitutions) to gain more insight as to the student’s reading fluency and difficulties.  In short, running records are taken to capture progress “…from the time a child tries to retell a story from the pictures in a book until the child has become a silent reader” Clay, 2000, p. 4).

Lastly, differences in pronunciation by cultural groups should not be counted as errors (e.g., asx for ask).  Also, regional dialects should not be counted (are and our). 
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